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Billinge Chapel End Parish Council Meeting

To the Chair and Members of Billinge Chapel End Parish Council you are summoned to attend a full council meeting to be held
 on Monday 19th January 2026 at 7.30pm
 at The Public Hall, 216 Main Street, Billinge WN5 7PE. 

Karen Newton - Clerk to the Council

Agenda


1.Apologies
To receive and approve apologies for absence.

2. Declarations of Interest and Dispensations
To receive declarations of interest and consider any requests for dispensations related to items on the agenda.

3. Minutes
To approve the minutes of:  Full Council and Estimates Committee Meeting held Monday 15th December 2025 

4. Public Participation
 In accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders, members of the public may address the Council at the discretion of the Chairman for a limited period. Matters raised will be noted and, where appropriate, referred for consideration at a future meeting. No decisions will be taken under this item.

5. Beacon Farm – Cllr Bates
To receive a report from Cllr Bates regarding matters relating to Beacon Farm and to consider any actions or referrals in accordance with the Council’s Standing Orders.

6. Grant Applications
6.1 To consider an application received from Age UK; Ms Shelly Brown in attendance to address the Council in support of the application.
6.2 To consider and resolve whether to approve grant awards.

7. Grant Offer – Community Library Grant Scheme
To consider the grant offer of £5,000 under the Community Library Grant Scheme for use in the Public Hall, to support improvements in digital access and skills for residents of Billinge and the surrounding area, including the purchase of laptops, tablets, docking stations, and enhanced broadband installation.
The Council also previously received a grant under this scheme for the Reading Room equipment, which has not yet been spent.
Recommendation:
That the Council agrees to utilise both the unspent Reading Room grant and the current Public Hall grant in January 2026, taking advantage of seasonal sales to maximise value for money on the purchase of equipment and technology enhancements.
8. Planning
To consider the following planning applications and agree any comments to be submitted to St Helens Council:

P/2025/0676/HHFP - Billinge and Seneley Green Ward 
3 Delph Meadow Gardens Billinge St Helens WN5 7QZ 
Rear extension to garage

P/2025/0686/PIP - Billinge and Seneley Green Ward 
Barrows Farm Carr Mill Road Billinge St Helens WN5 7TX 
Permission in principle for conversion of stables to 2no. dwellings 
9. Precept Amendment
The Parish Council’s precept figure has been adjusted to £67,164.66, reflecting a Band D rate of £32.94, as the previous figure did not divide evenly across the 2,039 properties. All relevant documents have been updated to reflect this adjustment.
This amendment increases the precept by £16.75, which has been allocated to the School Poster budget line, resulting in an additional 1p per household. This adjustment will be formally noted in the minutes of the January 2026 meeting.
10. Finance & Governance 
10.1 To approve the Payment Schedule Dec 2025.
10.2 To approve the bank reconciliations for Dec 2025.
10.3 To approve and authorise the payment schedule for Jan 2026.
10.4 To note the publication of items over £100.00 for Dec 25 on the parish council website.

11. Public Hall Reading Room
To consider any updates on the Public Hall Reading Room.

12. Community Engagement Event
To receive updates on the upcoming Community Engagement Event on Friday 23rd January 2026 and to review and approve the event agenda.

13. Reports from Parish Council Representatives
To consider reports from parish council representatives on committees, working groups, and outside bodies.

14. War Memorial to Commemorate the Role of Women
To consider correspondence received from Councillor Sev Gomez-Aspron MBE, Mayor of the Metropolitan Borough of St Helens, regarding a proposed project to establish a permanent war memorial in Victoria Square, St Helens, commemorating the vital and often understated role of women during conflict and war.
The Council is invited to:
· Note the formation of a cross-party working group supporting the project, with the involvement of St Helens Inner Wheel and St Helens Soroptimists
· Consider Billinge Parish Council’s support for the project in principle
· Consider a financial contribution towards the project
Proposed Financial Resolution:
That Billinge Parish Council agrees to donate £100.00 towards the War Memorial to Commemorate the Role of Women project, to be funded from the Grants, subject to confirmation of payment details.
15. Reports and Correspondence (Information Only)
To receive the Police Report and any other correspondence for information.
To receive updates of the Community Engagement Event.

16. Date and Time of Next Meetings
To confirm the date and time of the next meeting(s).


Signed: Karen Newton                                                                                                   Date 13/01/2026


Press and public are welcome to attend.
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